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SUMMARY 
 

• The proposal accords with the adopted Inverclyde Local Development Plan and the 
proposed Inverclyde Local Development Plan 

• Seven representations were submitted including six objections 
• Consultations received present no impediment to development 
• The recommendation is to GRANT PLANNING PERMISSION subject to conditions 

 
 
Drawings may be viewed at: 
https://planning.inverclyde.gov.uk/Online/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QA9HTXIMH5B00 
 
 
 
 
 

https://planning.inverclyde.gov.uk/Online/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QA9HTXIMH5B00


SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
Extending to an area of approximately 0.72 hectares, the application site comprises the former 
McPherson Centre building and associated grounds. The former Centre is situated on the north-
eastern corner of Tower Drive and McPherson Drive with the vehicular access to the site currently 
taken from McPherson Drive. Following a review of service provision, the centre was closed by the 
Council with the services it offered now provided at alternative locations. The building is vacant, 
affected by vandalism and the site has become overgrown. Externally, the existing building is finished 
primarily in off-white render and a weathered, tiled roof.  Levels within the site are varied with a flat 
central area sloping down gently to Tower Drive. More severe level changes are found to the northern 
periphery of the site where they rise up to the boundary. A number of trees also lie within the site.  
 
Adjacent lie a variety of residential properties on Tower Drive, McPherson Drive, and Jacobs Drive. 
To the north and east, the site adjoins the rear of the properties on Jacobs Drive. To the west, the 
site is bound by McPherson Drive with hedge planting along this boundary. To the south the site is 
bound by Tower Drive where the boundary is defined primarily by an existing wall and hedge.   
 
PROPOSAL 
 
It is proposed to remove the existing building, clear the site and erect 22 semi-detached 
dwellinghouses. Each dwelling will have a private front and rear garden area, with in-curtilage parking 
provided together with on-street visitor bays. Ten of the dwellings will front and take access from 
Tower Drive with the remainder taking access from a new road connecting to McPherson Drive. 
Open space and landscaping will be provided within the site. Garden boundaries between plots, 
together with side and rear boundaries, will be defined by timber fences. The boundary to McPherson 
Drive will be defined by a hedge with a fence to the inside and a 500mm high wall will be provided to 
the Tower Drive frontage.  Driveways, visitor parking spaces and the new road within the site will be 
finished in block paving.  
 
The proposed dwellinghouses are of a two storey modern design utilising a mix of white render, 
red/brown facing brick with grey mortar, red concrete roof tiles and white uPVC window frames, 
fascias and soffits. 
 
ADOPTED 2019 LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN POLICIES 
 
Policy 1 - Creating Successful Places 
 
Inverclyde Council requires all development to have regard to the six qualities of successful places. 
In preparing development proposals, consideration must be given to the factors set out in Figure 3. 
Where relevant, applications will also be assessed against the Planning Application Advice Notes 
Supplementary Guidance. 
 
Policy 6 - Low and Zero Carbon Generating Technology 
 
Support will be given to all new buildings designed to ensure that at least 15% of the carbon dioxide 
emissions reduction standard set by Scottish Building Standards is met through the installation and 
operation of low and zero carbon generating technologies.  This percentage will increase to at least 
20% by the end of 2022. 
 
Other solutions will be considered where: 
 

a) it can be demonstrated that there are significant technical constraints to using on-site low and 
zero-carbon generating technologies; and 

b) there is likely to be an adverse impact on the historic environment 
 



*This requirement will not apply to those exceptions set out in Standard 6.1 of the 2017 Domestic 
and Non-Domestic Technical Handbooks associated with the Building (Scotland) Regulations 2004, 
or to equivalent exceptions set out in later versions of the handbook. 
 
Policy 8 - Managing Flood Risk 
 
Development proposals will be assessed against the Flood Risk Framework set out in Scottish 
Planning Policy. Proposals must demonstrate that they will not: 
 

a) be at significant risk of flooding; (i.e. within the 1 in 200 year design envelope);  
b) increase the level of flood risk elsewhere; and 
c) reduce the water conveyance and storage capacity of a functional flood plain. 

 
The Council will support, in principle, the flood protection schemes set out in the Clyde and Loch 
Lomond Local Flood Risk Management Plan 2016, subject to assessment of the impacts on the 
amenity and operations of existing and adjacent uses, the green network, historic buildings and 
places, and the transport network. 
 
Policy 9 - Surface and Waste Water Drainage 
 
New build development proposals which require surface water to be drained should demonstrate 
that this will be achieved during construction and once completed through a Sustainable Drainage 
System (SuDS), unless the proposal is for a single dwelling or the discharge is directly to coastal 
waters.  
 
The provision of SuDS should be compliant with the principles set out in the SuDS Manual C753 and 
Sewers for Scotland 3rd edition, or any successor documents. 
 
Where waste water drainage is required, it must be demonstrated that the development can connect 
to the existing public sewerage system. Where a public connection is not feasible at present, a 
temporary waste water drainage system can be supported if:  
 

i. a public connection will be available in future, either through committed sewerage 
infrastructure or pro-rata developer contributions; and 

ii. the design of, and maintenance arrangements for, the temporary system meet the 
requirements of SEPA, Scottish Water and Inverclyde Council, as appropriate. 

 
Private sustainable sewerage systems within the countryside can be supported if it is demonstrated 
that they pose no amenity, health or environmental risks, either individually or cumulatively.   
 
Developments including SuDS are required to have an acceptable maintenance plan in place. 
 
Policy 10 - Promoting Sustainable and Active Travel 
 
Development proposals, proportionate to their scale and proposed use, are required to: 
 

a) provide safe and convenient opportunities for walking and cycling access within the site and, 
where practicable, include links to the wider walking and cycling network; and 

b) include electric vehicle charging infrastructure, having regard to the Energy Supplementary 
Guidance. 

 
Proposals for development, which the Council considers will generate significant travel demand, are 
required to be accompanied by a travel plan demonstrating how travel to and from the site by means 
other than private car will be achieved and encouraged. Such development should also demonstrate 
that it can be accessed by public transport. 
 



The Council will support the implementation of transport and active travel schemes as set out in 
Council-approved strategies, subject to adequate mitigation of the impact of the scheme on: 
development opportunities; the amenity and operations of existing and adjacent uses; the green 
network; and historic buildings and places. 
 
Policy 11 - Managing Impact of Development on the Transport Network 
 
Development proposals should not have an adverse impact on the efficient operation of the transport 
and active travel network. Development should comply with the Council's roads development 
guidelines and parking standards. Developers are required to provide or contribute to improvements 
to the transport network that are necessary as a result of the proposed development. 
 
Policy 12 - Air Quality 
 
Development that could have a detrimental impact on air quality, or would introduce a sensitive 
receptor to an area with poor air quality, will be required to be accompanied by an Air Quality 
Assessment, which identifies the likely impacts and sets out how these will be mitigated to an 
acceptable level. 
 
Policy 16 - Contaminated Land 
 
Development proposed on land that the Council considers to be potentially contaminated will only be 
supported where a survey has identified the nature and extent of any contamination present on site 
and set out a programme of remediation or mitigation measures that ensure that the site can be 
made suitable for the proposed use. 
 
Policy 33 - Biodiversity and Geodiversity 
 
Natura 2000 sites 
Development proposals that are likely to have a significant effect on a Natura 2000 site will be subject 
to an appropriate assessment of the implications of the proposal on conservation objectives. 
Proposals will only be permitted if the assessment demonstrates that there will be no adverse effect 
on the integrity of the site or if: 
 

a) there are no alternative solutions; and 
b) there are imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including those of a social or 

economic nature; and 
c) compensatory measures are provided to ensure that the overall coherence of the Natura 

network is protected. 
 

In such cases, the Scottish Ministers must be notified. 
 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
Development affecting Sites of Special Scientific Interest will only be permitted where the objectives 
of the designation and the overall integrity of the area will not be compromised, or if any significant 
adverse effects on the qualities for which the area has been designated are clearly outweighed by 
social, environmental or economic benefits of national importance. 
 
Protected Species 
When proposing any development which may affect a protect species, the applicant should fulfil the 
following requirements:  to establish whether a protected species is present;  to identify how the 
protected species may be affected by the development;  to ensure that the development is planned 
and designed so as to avoid or minimise any such impact, while having regard to the degree of 
protection which is afforded by legislation, including any separate licensing requirements;  and to 
demonstrate that it is likely that any necessary licence would be granted. 
 
 



Local Nature Conservation Sites 
Development is required to avoid having a significant adverse impact on Local Nature Conservation 
Sites. Any adverse impacts are to be minimised. Where adverse impacts are unavoidable, 
compensatory measures will be required. 
 
Local Landscape Area 
Development that affects the West Renfrew Hills Local Landscape Area is required to protect and, 
where possible, enhance its special features as set out in the Statement of Importance. Where there 
is potential for development to result in a significant adverse landscape and/or visual impact, 
proposals should be informed by a landscape and visual impact assessment. 
 
Non-designated sites 
The siting and design of development should take account of local landscape character. All 
development should seek to minimise adverse impact on wildlife, especially species and habitats 
identified in the Local Biodiversity Action Plan. Development should take account of connectivity 
between habitat areas. Where possible, new development should be designed to conserve and 
enhance biodiversity. 
 
Policy 34 - Trees, Woodland and Forestry 
 
The Council supports the retention of ancient and semi-natural woodland, trees covered by Tree 
Preservation Orders and other trees and hedgerows, which have significant amenity, historical, 
ecological, landscape or shelter value. Where the removal of such woodland, trees or hedgerows is 
proposed as part of a planning application, this will not be supported unless: 

 
a) it can be clearly demonstrated that the development cannot be achieved without removal; 
b) the public benefits of the proposal outweigh the loss of trees/hedgerows; and 
c) compensatory planting will be provided, to a standard agreed by the Council. 

 
Development affecting trees will be assessed against Supplementary Guidance to be prepared by 
the Council. This will also cover the protection of ancient woodlands and the management and 
protection of existing and new trees during and after the construction phase. 
 
Proposals for new forestry/woodland planting will be assessed with regard to the Supplementary 
Guidance to be prepared in association with the Clydeplan Strategic Development Plan, and the UK 
Forestry Standard. 
 
Policy 35 - Open Spaces and Outdoor Sports Facilities 
 
Proposals for new or enhanced open spaces, which are appropriate in terms of location, design and 
accessibility, will be supported. 
 
Development proposals that will result in the loss of open space which is, or has the potential to be, 
of quality and value, will not be permitted, unless provision of an open space of equal or enhanced 
quality and value is provided within the development or its vicinity. 
 
Outdoor sports facilities will be safeguarded from development except where: 
 

a) the proposed development is ancillary to the principal use of the site as an outdoor sports 
facility, or involves only a minor part of the facility and would not affect its use for sport and 
training; 

b) the facility to be lost is to be replaced by a new or upgraded facility of comparable or better 
quality, which is convenient for the users of the original facility and maintains or improves 
overall playing capacity in the area; or 

c) a relevant strategy demonstrates a clear excess of provision to meet current and anticipated 
demand, and the development would not result in a reduction in the overall quality of 
provision. 



 
 
 
 
Policy 36 - Delivering Green Infrastructure through New Development 
 
The Council supports the integration of green infrastructure into new development and will require 
green infrastructure to be provided in association with new development in accordance with the 
relevant Supplementary Guidance. 
 
Planning Application Advice Note (PAAN) 3 on "Private and Public Open Space Provision in New 
Residential Development" applies. 
  
PROPOSED 2021 LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN POLICIES 
 
Policy 1 – Creating Successful Places 
 
Inverclyde Council requires all development to have regard to the six qualities of successful places. 
In preparing and assessing development proposals, consideration must be given to the factors set 
out in Figure 2 and demonstrated in a design-led approach. Where relevant, applications will also be 
assessed against the Planning Application Advice Notes and Design Guidance for New Residential 
Development Supplementary Guidance. When assessing proposals for the development 
opportunities identified by this Plan, regard will also be had to the mitigation and enhancement 
measures set out in the Strategic Environmental Assessment Environmental Report. 
 
Policy 6 – Low and Zero Carbon Generating Technology 
 
Support will be given to all new buildings designed to ensure that at least 20% of the carbon dioxide 
emissions reduction standard set by Scottish Building Standards is met through the installation and 
operation of low and zero carbon generating technologies. This percentage will increase to at least 
25% by the end of 2025. Other solutions will be considered where: 
 

a) it can be demonstrated that there are significant technical constraints to using on-site low and 
zero-carbon generating technologies; and 

b) there is likely to be an adverse impact on the historic or natural environment. 
 

* This requirement will not apply to those exceptions set out in Standard 6.1 of the 2017 
Domestic and Non-Domestic Technical Handbooks associated with the Building (Scotland) 
Regulations 2004, or to equivalent exceptions set out in later versions of the handbook. 
 
Policy 9 – Managing Flood Risk 
 
Development proposals will be assessed against the Flood Risk Framework set out in Scottish 
Planning Policy. Proposals must demonstrate that they will not: 
 

a) be at significant risk of flooding (i.e. within the 1 in 200 year design envelope); 
b) increase the level of flood risk elsewhere; and 
c) reduce the water conveyance and storage capacity of a functional flood plain. 

 
The Council will support, in principle, the flood risk management schemes set out in the Clyde and 
Loch Lomond Local Flood Risk Management Plan 2016, subject to assessment of the impacts on 
the amenity and operations of existing and adjacent uses, the resources protected by the Plans 
historic buildings and places and natural and open spaces chapters, and the transport network. 
Where practical and effective, nature-based solutions to flood management will be preferred. 
 
 



Policy 10 – Surface and Waste Water Drainage 
 
New build development proposals which require surface water to be drained should demonstrate 
that this will be achieved during construction and once completed through a Sustainable Drainage 
System (SuDS), unless the proposal is for a single dwelling or the discharge is directly to coastal 
waters. 
 
The provision of SuDS should be compliant with the principles set out in the SuDS Manual C753 and 
Sewers for Scotland 4th edition, or any successor documents. Where waste water drainage is 
required, it must be demonstrated that the development can connect to the existing public sewerage 
system. Where a public connection is not feasible at present, a temporary waste water drainage 
system can be supported if: 
 

i. a public connection will be available in future, either through committed sewerage 
infrastructure or pro-rata developer contributions; and  

ii. the design of, and maintenance arrangements for, the temporary system meet the 
requirements of SEPA, Scottish Water and Inverclyde Council, as appropriate. 

 
Private sustainable sewerage systems within the countryside can be supported if it is demonstrated 
that they pose no amenity, health or environmental risks, either individually or cumulatively. 
 
Developments including SuDS are required to have an acceptable maintenance plan in place, which 
identifies who will be responsible for maintenance and how this will be funded in the long term. 
 
Policy 11 – Promoting Sustainable and Active Travel 
 
Development proposals, proportionate to their scale and proposed use, are required to: 
 

a) provide safe and convenient opportunities for walking and cycling access within the site and, 
where practicable, including links to the wider walking, cycling network and public transport 
network; and 

b) include electric vehicle charging infrastructure, having regard to the Energy Supplementary 
Guidance. 

 
Proposals for development, which the Council considers will generate significant travel demand, are 
required to be accompanied by a travel plan demonstrating how travel to and from the site by means 
other than private car will be achieved and encouraged. Such development should also demonstrate 
that it can be accessed by public transport. 
 
The Council will support the implementation of transport and active travel schemes as set out in 
national, regional and Council-approved strategies, subject to adequate mitigation of the impact of 
the scheme on: development opportunities; the amenity and operations of existing and adjacent 
uses; and the resources protected by the Plan's historic buildings and places and natural and open 
spaces chapters 
 
Policy 12 – Managing Impact of Development on the Transport Network 
 
Development proposals should not have an adverse impact on the efficient operation of the transport 
and active travel network. Development should comply with the Council's roads development 
guidelines and parking standards, including cycle parking standards. Developers are required to 
provide or financially contribute to improvements to the transport network that are necessary as a 
result of the proposed development. 
 
 
 
 
 



Policy 13 - Air Quality 
 
Development that could have a detrimental impact on air quality, or would introduce a sensitive 
receptor to an area with poor air quality, will be required to be accompanied by an Air Quality 
Assessment, which identifies the likely impacts and sets out how these will be mitigated to an 
acceptable level. 
 
Policy 17 – Brownfield Development  
 
The Council offers in principle support for proposals to bring brownfield sites in the urban area into 
beneficial use. 
 
Proposals for the temporary greening of brownfield sites will be supported where it is demonstrated 
that they will deliver a positive impact to the local environment and overall amenity of the area. For 
sites identified for development in this Plan, temporary greening projects should not prejudice the 
future development of the site.  
 
Proposals for advanced structure planting to create a landscape framework for future development 
on sites identified in the Plan will be supported.  
 
Development proposed on land that the Council considers to be potentially contaminated will only be 
supported where a survey has identified the nature and extent of any contamination present on site 
and set out a programme of remediation or mitigation measures that are acceptable to the Council 
and ensure that the site can be made suitable for the proposed use.  
 
Policy 18 – Land for Housing 
 
To enable delivery of the Clydeplan Strategic Development Plan housing supply target for Inverclyde, 
new housing development will be supported on the sites identified in Schedule 3, and on other 
appropriate sites within residential areas and town and local centres. All proposals for residential 
development will be assessed against relevant Supplementary Guidance including Design Guidance 
for Residential Development, Planning Application Advice Notes, and Delivering Green Infrastructure 
in New Development. 
 
The Council will undertake an annual audit of housing land in order to ensure that it maintains a 5 
year effective housing land supply. If additional land is required for housing development, the Council 
will consider proposals with regard to the policies applicable to the site and the following criteria: 
 

a) a strong preference for appropriate brownfield sites within the identified settlement 
boundaries; 

b) there being no adverse impact on the delivery of the Priority Places and Projects identified 
by the Plan; 

c) that the proposal is for sustainable development; and 
d) evidence that the proposed site(s) will deliver housing in time to address the identified shortfall 

within the relevant Housing Market Area. 
 
There will be a requirement for 25% of houses on greenfield housing sites in the Inverclyde villages 
to be for affordable housing. Supplementary Guidance will be prepared in respect of this requirement.  
 
Policy 20 - Residential Areas 
 
Proposals for development within residential areas will be assessed with regard to their impact on 
the amenity, character and appearance of the area. Where relevant, assessment will include 
reference to the Council's Planning Application Advice Notes Supplementary Guidance. 
 
 
 



Policy 21 – Wheelchair Accessible Housing 
 
The Council will seek the provision of 5% wheelchair accessible housing on new build development 
sites of 20 or more units. Developers will be required to demonstrate that they have considered the 
demand for and provision of wheelchair accessible housing if they are seeking an exemption from 
this requirement. 
 
Policy 33 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity 
 
European sites 
Development proposals that are likely to have a significant effect on a European site which are not 
directly connected with or necessary to their conservation management must be subject to an 
appropriate assessment of the implications of the proposal on conservation objectives. Proposals 
will only be permitted if the assessment demonstrates that there will be no adverse effect on the 
integrity of the site either during construction or operation of the development, or if: 

a) there are no alternative solutions; and 
b) there are imperative reasons of overriding public interest, including those of a social or 

economic nature; and 
c) compensatory measures are provided to ensure that the overall coherence of the network is 

protected. 
 
In such cases, the Scottish Ministers must be notified. 
 
Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
Development affecting Sites of Special Scientific Interest will only be permitted where the 
objectives of the designation and the overall integrity of the area will not be compromised, or if any 
significant adverse effects on the qualities for which the area has been designated are clearly 
outweighed by social, environmental or economic benefits of national importance. 
 
Protected Species 
When proposing any development which may affect a protected species, the applicant should fulfil 
the following requirements:  to establish whether a protected species is present;  to identify how the 
protected species may be affected by the development;  to ensure that the development is planned 
and designed so as to avoid or minimise any such impact, while having regard to the degree of 
protection which is afforded by legislation, including any separate licensing requirements;  and to 
demonstrate that it is likely that any necessary licence would be granted. 
 
Local Nature Conservation Sites 
Development is required to avoid having a significant adverse impact on Local Nature 
Conservation Sites. Any adverse impacts are to be minimised. Where adverse impacts are 
unavoidable, adequate compensatory measures will be required. 
 
Non-designated sites 
All development should seek to minimise adverse impact on wildlife, especially species and 
habitats identified in the Local Biodiversity Action Plan. Development should take account of 
connectivity between habitat areas. Where possible, new development should be designed to 
conserve and enhance biodiversity. 
 
Policy 35 – Trees, Woodland and Forestry 
 
The Council supports the retention of trees, including ancient and semi-natural woodland, trees 
covered by Tree Preservation Orders and other trees and hedgerows, which have significant 
amenity, historical, ecological, landscape or shelter value. Where the removal of such woodland, 
trees or hedgerows is proposed as part of a planning application, this will not be supported unless: 
 

a) it can be clearly demonstrated that the development cannot be achieved without removal; or 
b) the public benefits of the proposal outweigh the loss of trees/hedgerows; and 



c) compensatory planting will be provided, to a standard agreed by the Council. 
 
Development affecting trees will be assessed against Supplementary Guidance to be prepared by 
the Council. 
 
Proposals for new forestry/woodland planting will be assessed with regard to the policies of this Plan 
and the Forestry and Woodland Strategy for the Glasgow City Region 
 
Policy 36 – Safeguarding Green Infrastructure 
 
Proposals for new or enhanced open spaces, which are appropriate in terms of location, design and 
accessibility, will be supported. 
 
Development proposals that will result in the loss of open space which is, or has the potential to be, 
of quality and value, will not be permitted, unless provision of an open space of equal or enhanced 
quality and value is provided within the development or its vicinity. 
 
Outdoor sports facilities will be safeguarded from development except where: 
 

a) the proposed development is ancillary to the principal use of the site as an outdoor sports 
facility, or involves only a minor part of the facility and would not affect its use for sport and 
training; 

b) the facility to be lost is to be replaced by a new or upgraded facility of comparable or better 
quality, which is convenient for the users of the original facility and maintains or improves 
overall playing capacity in the area; or 

c) a relevant strategy demonstrates a clear excess of provision to meet current and anticipated 
demand, and the development would not result in a reduction in the overall quality of 
provision. 

 
Development that would result in the loss of a core path, right of way or other important outdoor 
access route will not be permitted unless acceptable alternative provision can be made. 
 
Policy 37 – Delivering Green Infrastructure through New Development 
 
Green infrastructure provision should be informed by an appraisal of the existing natural features 
and eco systems services on and in close proximity to the proposed development site and fully 
incorporated into the wider design process at an early stage, in line with the approach to be set out 
in the Supplementary Guidance on Green Infrastructure.  
 
Development proposals are required to provide open space in line with the standards to be set out 
in Supplementary Guidance on Green Infrastructure. The Supplementary Guidance will also set out 
circumstances under which off-site provision or a developer contribution towards green infrastructure 
will be provided. 
 
Where opportunities exist, development proposals will be required to provide new paths linking to 
the active travel network. The provision of routes along water will be an essential requirement on 
development sites with access to a waterfront, unless not appropriate for operational or health and 
safety reasons. 
 
Development proposals are required to demonstrate how naturalised features will be incorporated 
into SuDS provision, in order to provide additional benefits such as habitat creation and open space. 
Where a Suds proposal forms part of open space provision, it should be made safe and accessible.  
 
The Supplementary Guidance on Green Infrastructure will set out how biodiversity enhancement can 
be incorporated into new developments, and the circumstances in which provision will be expected.  
 



Green infrastructure proposals should be supported by information on how long term management 
will be achieved, including maintenance requirements, who will be responsible for meeting these 
requirements, and how they will be funded. 
 
Draft Planning Application Advice Note (PAAN) 3 on "Private and Public Open Space Provision 
in New Residential Development" applies. 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
 
Head of Service - Roads and Transportation – No objections to the proposed residential 
development. The following points are highlighted: 
 

• Parking should be provided in accordance with the National Guidelines: 
 

1 bedroom 1 parking space 
2-3 bedrooms 2 parking spaces 
4 bedrooms 3 parking spaces 

 
Visitor parking should be provided at 0.25 spaces per dwelling (unallocated). 
 

• The application proposes 22no. 3 bedroom dwellings which requires 2no. parking spaces 
each and 6 visitor spaces. 

 
The applicant is proposing the provision of 6 visitor spaces. The arrangement is accepted. 

 
Parallel parking spaces should be a minimum of 2.5m by 6.0m and nose-in bays should be 
a minimum of 2.5m by 5.0m. 

• Each space on the driveways shall be a minimum of 3.0m by 5.5m and the gradient shall 
not exceed 10%. 
 

• The driveways should be paved for a minimum distance of 2m to prevent loose driveway 
material being spilled onto the road. 
 

• The driveways of the dwellings closest to McPherson Drive require to be 10 metres from 
the junction. A planning condition is recommended to ensure this is achieved. 
 

• The visibility splay at the access and for vehicles existing McPherson Drive onto Tower 
Drive should be 2.4m x 43m x 1.05m.  The applicant has demonstrated this. 

 
The visibility splay from driveways should be 2.0m x 20.0m x 1.05m. The applicant has had 
demonstrated this. 

 

• The shared surface on the new road is not acceptable as this creates difficulties for the 
visually impaired.  A footway should be added to at least one side of the road. This is 
achieved. 
 

• All footways and footpaths should be a minimum of 2.0m wide.   
 

• The road within the site shall be a minimum of 5.5m wide and have a gradient of 8% or 
less. 



 

• The proposed development will have an impact on the existing street lighting, accordingly 
a lighting and electrical design for adoptable areas will be required for each site. A system 
of lighting shall be kept operational at all times within the existing public adopted areas. 

 

• Appropriate traffic calming is provided.  
 

• A Road Construction Consent and Road Bond will be required for all new roads and 
footways. 
 

• The applicant should provide a design calculation in accordance with the Design Manual 
for Roads and Bridges for all retaining structures which are adjacent to roads. 
 

• The flood risk assessment and drainage impact assessment are acceptable. 
 

• The drainage drawing and calculations are acceptable 
 

The following is required: 
 

o Confirmation of Scottish Water’s Approval 
o Surface water run-off should be limited to that of Greenfield. 

 
Head of Public Protection and Covid Recovery - No objections. Conditions in respect of ground 
contamination and Japanese Knotweed, external lighting, hours of works, bin provision and sound 
insulation complying with the building regulations are recommended. 
 
Education - In isolation, this development is viewed as low risk to school capacities due to the small 
scale.  However there are other large scale potential developments within the Local Development 
Plan for the St Columba’s catchment. If they go ahead then this, and other smaller developments, 
may be an additional contributor (albeit small) to the wider issue that has been identified in respect 
of this school.  
 
Ecology advisor - Some minor concerns regarding the submitted bat survey however it is concluded 
that that the desktop survey provided an appropriate level of background information; the dusk 
emergence and dawn surveys were carried out at a suitable time of the year, however due to Covid 
Restrictions, it was recognised that the number of visits was cut short; the daytime site inspection is 
equivalent to the BSPE “Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA) survey”; the surveyors were suitably 
experienced in bat survey work and a good number of surveys were used in order to view the whole 
of the buildings; the correct bat survey equipment was used. The response goes on to make a 
number of recommendations. 
 
PUBLICITY 
 
The application was advertised in the Greenock Telegraph on 5th June 2020 as there are no 
premises on neighbouring land.  
 
SITE NOTICES 
 
The nature of the proposal did not require a site notice. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 



Seven representations were received in connection with the proposal. Six are in objection and whilst 
the seventh does not raise an objection to the proposal, a concern is highlighted.  The concerns 
raised can be summarised as follows: 
 
The principle of the redevelopment of the site 
 

• The existing building is of historic interest and should be retained.  
• The grounds of the building form part of the wider green and open space within the area. 
• The building comprises a much loved local landmark. 
• The existing building could be used as a community asset for the grounds to be enjoyed.  
• The building was left to the people of Gourock as a common good asset and should not be 

developed. 
• Alternative uses should be considered by the Council before selling for development.  
• This site could be conserved and converted into accommodation the elderly and retired. 
• The Council has no legal right to sell the site for redevelopment. 
• The Council is seeking to sell the site to make money rather than benefit the community. 

 
Loss of trees and impact on wildlife 
 

• The trees on site should be retained due to their visual amenity, habitat for wildlife, and as 
part of the pollinator corridor.  

• Deer, foxes, squirrels, bats and birds are found within the site.  
• The trees add character to the local area.  
• The removal of trees and redevelopment of the site could result in flooding from rainfall as 

the trees would no longer absorb water. 
• The trees soak up sound from the surrounding area including from traffic and the nearby 

school and their removal would cause sound to travel and cause additional disturbance. 
• The wider area does not contain many trees.  

 
Roads and traffic 
 

• Additional traffic and congestion would occur from the development. 
• The local roads infrastructure is inadequate. 
• Tower Drive and surrounding streets have a high number of accidents and daily incidents.  
• The adjacent bus stops would become more dangerous.  
• An additional danger to children walking or cycling to and from nearby schools would occur.  
• Roads would become busier and more dangerous.  

 
Infrastructure and capacity of local facilities 
 

• Sewage, water pressure and other services could be affected by more housing.  
• There are capacity issues within schools.  
• Gourock Health Centre may not be able to take on more patients. 

 
Layout and housing type 
 

• Trees should be retained as part of the design of the development.  
• The layout is bland.  
• The open space is provided as an afterthought.  
• The development should be for affordable housing.  
• The development should be based on priority designs for low income families, elderly 

people, single people and people with disabilities. 
 
 
 



Other matters  
 

• Affordable housing in association with the development at Kirn Drive, Gourock has not been 
provided.  

• Now this centre has been closed, the only alternative facilities are in Greenock and upper 
Port Glasgow. 

• Other Council assets and community facilities have also been sold off, removed or left in a 
poor condition. 

• A substantial sum was spent on the building to upgrade it a number of years ago.  
• The land is being sold for a low sum of money. 
• The proposal to sell and redevelop the site represents poor decision making.  

 
I will consider these in my assessment.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
The material considerations in the assessment of this application are national planning policy 
inclusive of Scottish Planning Policy (SPP), the adopted 2019 Inverclyde Local Development Plan, 
the proposed 2021 Inverclyde Local Development Plan, the adopted and draft Planning Application 
Advice Note (PAAN) 3 on "Private and Public Open Space Provision in New Residential 
Development", the visual impact, the impact on residential amenity, the impact on ecology, the 
consultation responses, the representations received and the applicant’s supporting documentation.  
 
Policy context 
 
SPP introduces a presumption in favour of sustainable development and indicates that the planning 
system should support economically, environmentally and socially sustainable places by enabling 
development that balances the costs and benefits of a proposal over the longer term. The aim is to 
achieve the right development in the right place but not to allow development at any cost. Planning 
policies and decisions should support sustainable development. It also reinforces the aims of 
National Planning Framework (NPF) 3 to facilitate new housing development. It notes that the 
planning system should identify a generous supply of land for each housing market area to support 
the achievement of the housing land requirement across all tenures, maintaining at least a five-year 
supply of effective housing land at all times. The planning system should also enable provision of a 
range of attractive, well-designed, energy efficient, good quality housing, contributing to the creation 
of successful and sustainable places. Proposals that do not accord with the development plan should 
not be considered acceptable unless material considerations indicate otherwise. Where a proposal 
is for sustainable development, the presumption in favour of sustainable development is a material 
consideration in favour of the proposal. Whether a proposed development is sustainable 
development should be assessed according to the principles set out in paragraph 29 of SPP. 
 
Having considered the principles set out in paragraph 29 of SPP, this proposal is a sustainable 
development primarily involving the efficient use of existing capacities of land and supporting delivery 
of housing at an existing urban location instead of being development in a Green Belt location. 
 
Both Strategic and Local Development Plan policies are required to follow national policy. The 
application is not of a strategic scale and accordingly, for the purposes of the assessment, the 
development plan consists of the 2019 Inverclyde Local Development Plan. A decision of the Court 
of Session in July 2020 quashed the ‘Our Homes and Communities’ chapter of the 2019 Inverclyde 
Local Development Plan, meaning the Plan does not contain a policy context for assessing housing 
proposals. In response to this, the Council acted quickly to commence an early review of the Plan. 
In December 2020, a Main Issues Report was published and this considered the housing land 
position. The 2021 proposed Local Development Plan was approved for publication by the 
Environment and Regeneration Committee on 13 April 2021 and, following identification of a housing 
land supply shortfall and as a result of a site selection process, specifically includes this site as 



allocated for housing development. The 2021 proposed Local Development Plan has become a 
significant material planning consideration to which appropriate weight needs to be accorded.  
 
The Spatial Development Strategy of both the adopted and proposed Plans directs residential 
development to existing built-up areas in the first instance. The site is located within the existing 
urban area as well as being considered to be in a sustainable location, and therefore accords in 
principle with this strategy. Policy 18 of the proposed Plan advises that in order to enable delivery of 
the Clydeplan Strategic Development Plan housing supply target for Inverclyde, new housing 
development will be supported on the sites identified in Schedule 3, and on other appropriate sites 
within residential areas and town and local centres. This site is included in Schedule 3 of the 
proposed Plan with an indicative capacity of 22 dwellings. Policy 18 goes on to require all proposals 
for residential development will be assessed against relevant Supplementary Guidance.  
 
Policy 1 of the adopted and proposed Plans require all development to have regard to the six qualities 
of successful places. The relevant factors in this instance are being “Distinctive” in reflecting local 
architecture and urban form; “Resource Efficient” in making use of previously developed land; “Easy 
to Move Around” by being well connected, with good path links to the wider path network, public 
transport nodes and neighbouring developments; “Safe and Pleasant” by avoiding conflict between 
adjacent uses by having regard to adverse impacts that may be created by flooding, invasion of 
privacy or overshadowing as well as minimising parking in the street scene; and “Welcoming” by 
integrating new development into existing communities. 
 
Design and layout 
 
Successful residential layouts require well designed buildings in a setting of gardens and open space 
and within a framework established by landscape features and road layout, all recognising the impact 
on neighbours. The site is located in the existing urban area and in the surrounding area there are a 
variety of house types. These houses are generally developed in distinct blocks of similarly designed  
 

 
The site as viewed from Tower Drive 
 
buildings based on a low density approach. Flatted blocks on Tower Drive beyond the junction with 
Jacobs Drive to the east add further variety to the streetscape. Overall, the proposed development 
follows this theme and I regard it as compatible with the character and amenity of the area in terms 
of land use and residential density. With respect to design and materials, the proposed new dwellings 
are of a modern design and this approach is appropriate. Whilst the houses all follow a similar overall 
design approach, variations in the materials and detailing between units creates visual interest with 



five separate designs utilised across the development. This approach is appropriate. In any case, it 
is appropriate that the final choice of external materials is controlled by condition. A strong frontage 
to Tower Drive is proposed with ten of the dwellings fronting and taking access to Tower Drive. The 
remainder of the dwellings access from and front onto a new road created from McPherson Drive 
and this also provides a strong frontage within the development contributing to a welcoming 
environment. The two dwellings which present their gables to McPherson Drive include additional 
visual interest to the gable by way of the use of windows and materials and this is reflected on the 
house which adjoins the open space to the north-west corner of the site. Overall, I consider that the 
wider visual impact of the development on the site and its surroundings is acceptable and the creation 
of a small, compact development will follow the wider pattern of development within the locality. The 
new road within the development will be formed primarily in a blockwork wearing course which 
differentiates this residential cul-de-sac from McPherson Drive that provides the access to the site, 
defining a hierarchy within the streets and contributing to a sense of place.  
 
Garden boundaries between plots together with side and rear boundaries will be defined by a timber 
fence. The boundary to McPherson Drive will be defined by the retention of the existing hedge with 
a fence to the inside. To the Tower Drive frontage, the existing boundary wall will be partly retained. 
New openings will be formed to provide access to the new dwellings and the height will be reduced 
to 500mm high to address the sightline requirements from the driveways.  It is not proposed to 
enclose front gardens to the internal part of the site. Overall, I am satisfied that the boundary 
treatments proposed are appropriate in the context of the wider residential area. Levels are 
addressed across the site by sloping areas and the provision of retaining walls, largely within or 
between plots and to a height no higher than 1300mm. Whilst the final appearance has not been 
specified, it is expected they will be designed in the context of the new houses and the final material 
can be addressed by condition.  
 
Assessing against the adopted and draft PAAN3, I am satisfied that the requirements for garden 
space provision around the individual dwellings have largely been met within the proposed layout 
according with the guidance within PAAN3. Considering play provision, as the development 
comprises more than 10 new houses it is classed as a large scale infill development in terms of 
PAAN3. Following discussions with the applicant, it is agreed that the scale of this development alone 
would, however, not justify a fully equipped play area. In certain circumstances PAAN3 sets out 
provision for developers to make a contribution to existing or new off-site play provision in lieu of 
providing on site provision. There is existing play provision off Jacobs Drive a short walk from the 
site which will provide play opportunities for new residents. I am satisfied that a contribution towards 
the maintenance or improvement of existing play provision is appropriate in this case. The applicant 
is also agreeable to this approach. A figure of £10677.33 is deemed the appropriate amount to 
address this matter. Procedurally, this  can be addressed by the conclusion of a legal agreement 
prior to issuing planning permission. 
 
In respect of open space provision, it is recognised that whilst open space is provided within the site, 
the requirements of PAAN3 are not fully met in respect of the combined size of the areas of open 
space. Around 1250 square metres of open space is provided within the development layout. 
However, in this case an area of around 1800 square metres would be necessary to fully meet the 
requirements of PAAN3. Notwithstanding this, open space which provides for informal recreation and 
play, together with a setting for the new buildings is achieved and appropriately located within the 
layout. In fully considering the amenity of the new residents, I am mindful that Tower Hill, which is a 
short walk from the site via existing footpaths on residential roads, provides an extensive area for 
outdoor recreation together with play provision. In this context, I consider that a departure from the 
full requirements of the adopted and draft PAAN3 can be justified in this instance. In respect of soft 
landscaping within the site, the applicant has set out a landscaping strategy. Notwithstanding what 
is set out, a condition can address the final details of this together with its implementation and 
maintenance. This additionally ensures that the overall aims and intentions of Policy 35 of the 
adopted Plan and Policies 18, 36 and 37 of the proposed Plan are met.  
 
 
 



 
Existing trees 
 
The site is not identified in the adopted or proposed Local Development Plans as open space nor 
has the curtilage of the existing building been laid out for that purpose. A variety of trees currently 
exist in the application site, growing within the curtilage of the existing building. The function of the 
trees is as part of a curtilage and garden area. These trees are not protected and they could be 
removed by the landowner independently of any planning application for the redevelopment of the 
site. Notwithstanding this, Policy 34 of the adopted Plan and Policy 35 of the proposed Plan set out 
the the Council’s support for the retention of woodland and other trees that have significant amenity, 
historical, ecological, landscape or shelter value. The Policy goes on to set out the criteria for 
assessing development proposals affecting the above. It is accepted that the trees have some 
amenity value within the area. However, this site is also an identified residential development 
opportunity within the proposed Local Development Plan with an indicative capacity of 22 dwellings, 
a figure which accords with the current proposal. Having fully reviewed the development proposals 
with reference to the locations of the trees on site, it is clear that they occupy the same areas within 
the site and therefore proposed dwellings and associated infrastructure cannot be constructed unless 
the trees are removed across the site.  
 
The development of the site would not only contribute to meeting local housing land supply 
requirements but also the key aims and strategies of the adopted and proposed Local Development 
Plans including supporting new residential development in order to meet Inverclyde’s housing needs 
and demands, together with the aims of longer term population growth.  I consider it reasonable to 
conclude that this proposal for the development of the site for 22 dwellings in accordance with the 
residential development allocation in the proposed Local Development Plan cannot be achieved 
without the removal of the existing trees (criterion (a) of Policy 34 of the adopted Plan).  The public 
benefits in seeking to support new residential development in order to meet Inverclyde’s housing 
needs outweigh the loss of the unprotected trees on this site (criterion (b)) and compensatory planting 
of trees of a suitable native species and appropriate for a residential setting can be provided as part 
of the landscaping scheme for the development which, as noted above, can be addressed by 
condition (criterion (c)). Policy 35 of the proposed Plan reflects this position. 
 
Residential amenity 
 
Considering residential amenity, the development is surrounded on all sides by existing dwellings, 
either immediately adjoining or to the opposite side of the road to the front and side of the site.  
Residential amenity can be affected in a number of ways. Any development project will produce noise 
and an element of disruption during the construction phase and this cannot be a determining factor 
in consider whether to grant planning permission: this is a matter controlled by legislation operated 
by the Head of Public Protection and Covid Recovery. There is also nothing to suggest the 
occupation of the new dwellings would cause any noise or activity beyond that typically found within 
a residential area. I note concerns raised in the representations that the removal of the existing trees 
would remove a source of noise suppression. Any such impact is likely to be negligible. Indeed, the 
Head of Public Protection and Covid Recovery raised no such concerns. It is also not considered the 
completed development would have any air quality implications for either existing residents or those 
occupying any new dwellings. On this basis I conclude that the proposal could accord with the 
requirements of Policy 12 of the adopted LDP and Policy 13 of the proposed LDP.  
 
It is acknowledged that the existing adjacent residents have an established level of amenity. The 
window to window distance between the proposed dwellings on Tower Drive and the existing 
dwellings opposite is in excess of 25 metres in all cases and I am satisfied that no unacceptable 
intervisibility occurs.  I am also satisfied that the limited upper windows proposed to the gables of the 
two dwellings adjoining McPherson Drive raise no window to window concerns and these windows, 
only one of which is to a habitable room, are set back around 16 metres from the side garden 
boundary to the opposite site of McPherson Drive. No privacy implications occur. To the northern 
boundary of the site, the adjoining houses are positioned at a higher level. Whilst the minimum 18 
metres window to window is achieved in each case, the levels assist in ensuring that no unacceptable 



overlooking or intervisibility occurs in any case. Views from the existing houses to the north will also 
be largely across the rooftops of the proposed houses rather than into gardens or window. The 
positioning of the open space adjacent to 2 McPherson Drive also ensures that no conflict with the 
existing balcony of this property occurs. I am further satisfied that the position of the new dwellings 
does not result in any potential for daylight or sunlight of these adjacent properties to be adversely 
impacted upon. 
 
Overall, I am satisfied that the development embeds the principles of placemaking and safeguards 
the character and amenity of this residential area in accordance with Policy 1 of the adopted and 
proposed Local Development Plans and Policy 20 of the proposed Plan. A departure from the open 
space requirements set out within both  the adopted and draft PAAN3 is justified.  
 
Traffic, parking and road safety 
 
I am principally guided by the advice from the Head of Service – Roads and Transportation. I note 
there is no objection in principle when assessing the impact on the local road network and road 
safety. There are also no objections to the access arrangements of the site or in respect of meeting 
the requirements of the Roads Development Guide. Adequate parking provision is made within the 
site for residents and visitors. Adequate visibility splays have also been demonstrated by the 
applicant. Matters in respect of the retention of visibility splays, parking space formation, space 
dimensions and proximity to junctions and the design calculations in for all retaining structures which 
are adjacent to roads can be addressed by condition. Other matters raised by the Head of Service - 
Roads and Transportation in respect of Road Construction Consent inclusive of the requirement for 
traffic calming to be incorporated into the development, impact on existing street lighting together 
with the requirement for a Road Bond are addressed via separate legislation. 
 
A range of traffic and road safety concerns have been raised in the public objections, however the 
Head of Service – Roads and Transportation raises no concerns regarding any knock-on effect in 
respect of parking or traffic.  
 
Transport and Connectivity 
 
Buses serve Tower Drive, providing bus stops for local destinations with onward connections to 
Greenock, Port Glasgow and Glasgow. Gourock Town Centre inclusive of the railway station is also 
within a 20 minute walk of the application site and provides for direct rail services to Glasgow. Local 
facilities are provided in a small parade of shops on Tower Drive, a short walk from the site.  I am 
therefore satisfied that the development is provided in an appropriate location within an established 
settlement accessible by means other than the private car. In addition, I consider it appropriate for a 
travel information pack which encourages reduced dependency on the private car by highlighting the 
location of local amenities, public transport services and active travel routes to be provided to the 
residents of the new dwellings. This can be addressed by condition. Overall, I consider there to be 
no conflict with the aims and objectives of Policies 10 and 11 of the adopted Plan and 11 and 12 of 
the Proposed Plan. 
 
Flooding and Drainage 
 
With respect to flooding and drainage, the applicant has submitted a flood risk assessment and 
drainage impact assessment in support of the application. The Head of Service - Roads and 
Transportation has considered flood risk and drainage impact issues and advises that she is content 
that there is no flood risk to the development or resulting from the development and that drainage 
can be satisfactorily addressed, subject to the use of appropriate conditions in respect of the final 
details. I am therefore satisfied that there are no flooding or drainage concerns and the proposals 
are therefore considered to accord with Policies 8 and 9 of the adopted Plan and Policies 9 and 10 
of the proposed Plan. 
 
 
 



 
Ecology 
 
Considering ecology, I note that the site has no natural heritage or landscape designations. For non-
designated sites Policy 33 of both the adopted and proposed Local Development Plans indicate that 
the siting and design of development should minimise adverse impacts on wildlife as well as being 
designed to conserve and enhance biodiversity. I also note the concerns raised regarding the impact 
on ecology within the site. The applicant has undertaken a bat survey in support of the proposal. The 
building is identified as having a low to moderate bat roosting potential and whilst bat activity was 
recorded around the building, no wall touching or approaches into the building were observed.  The 
trees and associated features have also been assessed as being of negligible to low suitability for 
roosting bats. The applicant therefore considers that, in accordance with the Bat Conservation Trust 
good practice guidelines, no additional investigation is required for trees prior to felling. The Council's 
ecology advisor noted some minor concerns but concluded that that the desktop survey provided an 
appropriate level of background information; the dusk emergence and dawn surveys were carried 
out at a suitable time of the year, however due to Covid Restrictions, it was recognised that the 
number of visits was cut short; the daytime site inspection was equivalent to the BSPE “Preliminary 
Roost Assessment (PRA) survey”; the surveyors were suitably experienced in bat survey work and  
 

 
The McPherson Drive elevation of the premises  
 
a good number of surveys were used in order to view the whole of the buildings; and that the correct 
bat survey equipment was used. The Council’s advisor went on to note the need for information on 
the suitability of the trees on the site for bat roosts. This has been provided by the applicant. It is 
further advised that the recommendation in the survey report that a licensed bat worker should 
provide a toolbox talk is vital. It should be made clear that bats could roost at any time of year in the 
building, and although none were found it is always a possibility. This can be addressed by condition. 
The Council’s advisor goes on to recommend that site clearance must take place outwith the bird 
breeding season (March to August inclusive). Alternatively an experienced ornithologist must carry 
out nest checks prior to tree felling and vegetation removal. There is also the possibility of nests in 
and on the building. I am satisfied that this can be addressed by condition. Finally, the Council’s 
advisor also states that it is strongly recommended that there is some incorporation of biodiversity 
enhancements into the design of the development although the advice is that this is not required as 
a planning condition, but it could be included as a recommendation. This matter can thus be 



addressed by advisory note. The development of this brownfield site within the settlement boundary 
will not adversely impact on biodiversity and EPS and subject to appropriate conditions, the proposal 
is considered compliant with Policy 33 of both Plans in minimising adverse impacts on wildlife and 
habitats. 
 
Local service capacity and infrastructure provision 
 
It is the responsibility of a developer to apply for any connections to water, electricity and gas supplies 
as well as connecting to sewerage infrastructure. The responsibility for making these connections 
lies solely with the infrastructure providers and is separate from the planning application process.  
Whilst I note the concerns regarding the capacity of local healthcare provision, it is the responsibility 
of others to provide these services. The Head of Education notes capacity concerns with regard to 
denominational secondary education within the catchment with reference to potential large scale 
developments within the Local Development Plan for this catchment. This proposal together with 
other smaller developments may be an additional contributor, albeit small, to the wider capacity 
issues. In isolation, the Head of Education considers this development as low risk to school capacities 
due to the small scale and the application has to be determined on its merits in this regard. 
 
Low carbon infrastructure 
 
As an element of design, Policy 6 of the adopted LDP also seeks to ensure that all new buildings are 
energy efficient through the installation of low and zero carbon generating technologies and that at 
least 15% of the carbon dioxide emissions reduction standard set by Scottish Building Standards is 
met through the installation and operation of low and zero carbon generating technologies. Policy 6 
of the proposed LDP reflects the updated position with a 20% requirement. This requirement can be 
addressed by condition.  
 
Other matters raised in consultation responses 
 
Considering the outstanding consultation responses, The Head of Public and Covid Recovery does 
not highlight any concerns over and above the standard need for site investigation associated with 
any brownfield site. Notwithstanding the applicant’s submissions in support of the application, it is 
recommended that matters in respect of potential site contamination and Japanese Knotweed are 
addressed by condition. I am happy to take this approach to ensure that these are fully addressed.  
In this respect, I consider that the proposals comply with the requirements of Policy 16 of the adopted 
Plan and Policy 17 of the proposed Plan in respect of ground contamination being addressed.  In 
respect of bin provision, the proposed site plan indicates this is accommodated within private garden 
areas. Matters relating to external lighting can be addressed by advisory note, noise from the 
construction site is addressed by the Head of Public Protection and Covid Recovery via separate 
legislation and compliance with the Building Scotland Regulations is a matter for the building warrant 
process. 
 
Other issues 
 
A number of other issues have been raised in the representations. The McPherson Centre is not a 
listed building nor is it located within a conservation area.  Accordingly, the demolition of this building 
does not alone warrant the refusal of planning permission. The legal right to sell or redevelop any 
site is not a material planning consideration which can have any bearing on the assessment of the 
application nor can matters surrounding any sale price. Whilst I note concern that the building was 
upgraded a number of years ago, this is not material to the assessment of the application nor is the 
decision making process by the Council in how best to provide the support services the building 
previously offered. There is no Local Development Plan requirement for affordable housing or 
housing for varying needs to be provided on this site and matters relating to the provision of 
affordable housing relative to other developments in Gourock are not relevant to this proposal. Policy 
21 of the proposed Local Development Plan seeks the provision of 5% wheelchair accessible 
housing on new build development sites of 20 or more units. Whilst noting this requirement, 
considering the submission date of this proposal prior to the commencement of the preparation of 



the proposed Local Development Plan, it would be inappropriate to introduce this requirement at 
such a late stage in the assessment.  Whilst I note the points raised regarding possible alternative 
uses for the existing building on site, it is the submitted proposal that must be assessed.  
 
Conclusions 
 
In conclusion, the proposed redevelopment of this brownfield site within the settlement boundary and 
comprising a residential development opportunity within the proposed Local Development Plan 
comprises sustainable development and presents no conflict with the provisions of the adopted 2019 
Inverclyde Local Development Plan and proposed 2021 Inverclyde Local Development Plan. A 
departure from the full requirement of both the adopted and draft PAAN3 in respect of open space 
provision can be justified. The application site is within an existing residential area and, subject the 
appropriate use of conditions, the proposed development is acceptable in terms of design, density, 
access and parking provision, residential amenity, flooding and drainage and ecology. Whilst I am 
mindful of the objections received, there are no material considerations which suggest that planning 
permission should not be granted, subject to the conclusion of a legal agreement relating to the 
contribution towards off-site play provision and the conditions set out below. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That subject to the conclusion of a legal agreement relating to the contribution towards off-site play 
provision the application be granted subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. That prior to their use on site, details of all external materials (inclusive of all walls, paving 
and hard surfacing) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning Authority. 
Development thereafter shall proceed utilising the approved materials unless an alternative 
is agreed in writing by the Planning Authority. 

 
2. Notwithstanding the details set out on drawing 546.04.01a  prior to the commencement of 

work on site the final details of a landscaping scheme and programme for completion shall 
be submitted to and approved by the Planning Authority. Development shall then proceed as 
approved unless any alternative is agreed in writing by the Planning Authority. 

 
3. That any trees, shrubs or areas of grass which die, are removed, damaged or become 

diseased within five years of completion of the landscaping shall be replaced within the 
following year with others of a similar size and species. 

 
4. That details of maintenance and management for the landscaping approved in terms of 

condition 2 above shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning Authority 
prior to the start of construction of the development hereby permitted. Management and 
maintenance shall commence upon completion of the landscaping. 

 
5. The hedge fronting McPherson Drive shall be retained as part of the development and prior 

to works commencing on site, protection measures for the hedge shall be erected to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Authority and not removed during the course of construction work. 

 
6. That prior to each dwellinghouse hereby permitted being occupied, all new roads and 

footways leading to it shall be surfaced to a sealed base course. 
 

7. That within 4 weeks of the last of the dwellinghouses hereby permitted being completed, all 
roads and footways within the application site shall be completed to a final wearing course. 

 
8. That a visibility splay of 2.4m x 43m x 1.05m shall be provided the road junction with 

McPherson Drive and the new road within the development hereby permitted and be 
maintained and kept clear of obstruction at all times in the future to the satisfaction of the 
Planning Authority. 



 
9. That the visibility splay of 2.0m x 20.0m x 1.05m shall be provided for all driveways within the 

development hereby permitted and be maintained and kept clear of obstruction at all times in 
the future to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. 
 

10. Driveway parking spaces shall be completed and available for use prior to the occupation of 
each associated dwellinghouse and visitor parking spaces shall be completed and be 
available for use prior to the occupation and completion of the final dwellinghouse. All parking 
spaces shall remain free from obstruction and available for use at all times thereafter. The 
visitor parking spaces shall be a minimum of 2.5m by 5m and driveway spaces shall be a 
minimum of 3m by 5.5m. 
 

11. That the first 2 metres of all driveways shall be paved. 
 

12. The driveway accesses of plots 10 and 11 shall be a minimum of 10 metres from the road 
junctions adjacent to the plots.  
 

13. That all roads and footpaths shall have a gradient not more than 8% and all parking spaces 
(driveway and visitor) shall have a gradient of not more than 10%. 
 

14. Any retaining walls of structures adjacent to the road of footways (new or existing) shall be 
subject to structural technical approval. Details of this shall be submitted to and approved in 
writing by the Planning Authority prior to the commencement of construction. 

 
15. That all surface water run off shall be intercepted within the site both during construction and 

on completion of the development. 
 

16. That prior to the commencement of works on site Scottish Water’s approval of the drainage 
regime shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning Authority. Thereafter 
the approved drainage regime shall be fully implemented commensurately with the 
construction of the dwellinghouses hereby permitted and surface water run-off should be 
limited to that of Greenfield run-off to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. 

 
17. The recommendations in respect of the “toolbox talk” and requirements for future surveys set 

out in the “Discussion and Recommendations” section of the submitted Bat Roost Survey 
report by Tetrix Ecology dated 30th July 2020 shall be fully followed to the satisfaction of the 
Planning Authority.  

 
18. That no site clearance works (building or trees and vegetation) shall be undertaken during 

the bird nesting season March to August inclusive unless first agreed in writing by the 
Planning Authority. For the avoidance of doubt, any such agreement will require a full nesting 
bird survey prior to the commencement of works on site, the methodology and findings of 
which shall be submitted to the Planning Authority.  
 

19. That the dwellinghouse hereby permitted shall be designed to ensure that at least 15%, rising 
to 20% by the end of 2022 of the carbon dioxide emissions reduction standard set by Scottish 
Building Standards is met through the installation and operation of low and zero carbon 
generating technologies, details of which shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the 
Planning Authority prior to the erection of the first house on site.  

 
20. That no part of the development shall be occupied until the contents of the Travel Information 

Pack which encourages reduced dependency on the private car by highlighting the location 
of local amenities, public transport services and active travel routes is submitted to and 
approved in writing by the Planning Authority. Thereafter, on the occupation of each dwelling, 
the approved Travel Information Pack shall be provided to new residents.  

 



21. That prior to the start of development, details of a survey for the presence of Japanese 
Knotweed shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning Authority and that, 
for the avoidance of doubt; this shall contain a methodology and treatment statement where 
any is found.  Development shall not proceed until appropriate control measures are 
implemented.  Any significant variation to the treatment methodology shall be submitted for 
approval, in writing by the Planning Authority prior to implementation. 
 

22. That the development shall not commence until an Environmental Investigation and Risk 
Assessment, including any necessary Remediation Scheme with timescale for 
implementation, of all pollutant linkages has been submitted to and approved, in writing by 
the Planning Authority.  The investigations and assessment shall be site-specific and 
completed in accordance with current codes of practice.  The submission shall also include 
a Verification Plan.  Any subsequent modifications to the Remediation Scheme and 
Verification Plan must be approved in writing by the Planning Authority prior to 
implementation. 
 

23. That before the development hereby permitted is occupied the applicant shall submit a report 
for approval, in writing by the Planning Authority, confirming that the works have been 
completed in accordance with the agreed Remediation Scheme and supply information as 
agreed in the Verification Plan.  This report shall demonstrate that no pollutant linkages 
remain or are likely to occur and include (but not limited to) a collation of verification/validation 
certificates, analysis information, remediation lifespan, maintenance/aftercare information 
and details of all materials imported onto the site as fill or landscaping material.  The details 
of such materials shall include information of the material source, volume, intended use and 
chemical quality with plans delineating placement and thickness. 
 

24. That the presence of any previously unrecorded contamination or variation to anticipated 
ground conditions that becomes evident during site works shall be brought to the attention of 
the Planning Authority and the Remediation Scheme shall not be implemented unless it has 
been submitted to and approved, in writing by the Planning Authority. 
 

25. That each of the dwellinghouses hereby permitted shall be provided with an electric vehicle   
charging point prior to its occupation. 

Reasons 
 

1. To ensure the external materials are appropriate in the interests of visual amenity.   
 

2. To ensure the provision of an appropriate landscaping scheme. 
 

3. To ensure the retention of the approved landscaping scheme in the interests of visual 
amenity. 

 
4. To ensure the maintenance of the approved landscaping scheme in the interests of visual 

amenity. 
 

5. To ensure the hedge to be retained is are suitably protected during works on site.  
 

6. To ensure the provision of acceptable safe access facilities during construction. 
 

7. To ensure the provision of acceptable safe access facilities following construction. 
 

8. To ensure that appropriate junction visibility splays are provided and maintained, in the 
interest of road safety. 
 

9. To ensure that appropriate driveway visibility splays are provided and maintained, in the 
interest of road safety. 



 
10. To ensure suitable parking provision for residents and visitors, in the interests of road safety. 

 
11. To avoid deleterious materials being carried onto the road and footway, in the interests of 

road safety. 
 

12. To ensure suitable separation between driveways and road junctions, in the interests of road 
safety. 

 
13. To ensure suitable road, footpath and parking space gradients in the interests of road safety. 

 
14. To ensure the safety of this section of the wall in the general public interest. 

 
15. To avoid surface water run-off from the site in the interests of avoiding flooding.  

 
16. To ensure the implementation of the drainage regime in the interests of avoiding flooding. 

 
17. In the interests of the protection of European Protected Species. 

 
18. In the interests of the protection of and avoidance of disturbance to nesting birds. 

 
19. To comply with the requirements of Section 72 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. 

 
20. To encourage sustainable travel behaviour. 

 
21. To help arrest the spread of Japanese Knotweed in the interests of environmental protection. 

 
22. To satisfactorily address potential contamination issues in the interests of human health and 

environmental safety. 
 

23. To ensure contamination is not imported to the site and confirm successful completion of 
remediation measures in the interests of human health and environmental safety. 

 
24. To ensure that all contamination issues are recorded and dealt with appropriately. 

 
25. In the interests of sustainable development and to accord with the Inverclyde Council 

Supplementary Guidance on Energy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stuart W Jamieson 
Interim Service Director 
Environment and Economic Recovery 
 
 
Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 – Background Papers. For further information please 
contact James McColl on 01475 712462. 
 

 


